
 
Five Benefits of Picture Books 

  
Shamrock Rice Krispies Treats  

 
Ingredients: 
¼ cup butter 
4 cups mini marshmallows 
5 cups Rice Krispies 
Green food coloring  
Sprinkles (optional) 
Cookie cutter (optional) 
 
 
Directions: 
1. Melt butter over low heat in large sauce pan. 

Once butter is melted, add in marshmallows and 
continue to stir until melted.  

2. Add 10 drops of food coloring and combine. 
3. Remove from heat and stir in Rice Krispies. 
4. Place mixture in a buttered pan. Press evenly 

and firmly with spatula. 
5. For shapes, place a little bit of butter around the 

edges of the cookie cutter, push down on the 
Rice Krispies.  

6. Place on wax paper. Enjoy! 

 

 
 

1. Engagement- Beautiful language combined 
with exceptional illustrations hook readers 
who return again and again to reread picture 
books. 

 
2. Language- Picture books include precise  

language ideal for vocabulary growth. These 
books often include advanced concepts and 
vocabulary. 

 
3. Language Development- Rhyming and     

repetitive patterns that support language   
development are often found in picture 
books.  

 
4. Literary Elements- Picture books are an    

introduction to literary elements such as 
characterization, plot, setting, style, and 
theme. 

 
5. Support- For early readers and English     

language learners, picture books can provide 
excellent support for comprehension. 

 

Snuggle up with your favorite 
reader and get lost in your 
new picture book today!!  

Dr. Suess’ Birthday Party 
Friday, March 2 at 4pm 

Columbus Public Library 
3000 Macon Road 

Storytime & Silly Songs 
Crafts & Birthday Cake 
Fun for Whole Family 

Easter Egg Hunt 
Monday, March 26 at 10:30am 

Columbus Public Library  
3000 Macon Road  

AFLAC Storytime Room 

Download the free Vroom app now!  
 

Receive brain building activities and tips  
to use with your child everyday.  

Available Here: 



Does a Kangaroo Have a Mother, Too? 
 Author/Illustrator: Eric Carle 
  HarperCollins Publishers 

S 

Introduce the story by pointing to the cover and saying, “The name of our book is Does a Kangaroo Have a 

Mother, Too? I think this book is about mothers and their babies. Let’s read and find out.” 

Push in vocabulary by Pointing to pictures, Acting out the words, or Telling what the word means. Repeat 

each time the word occurs in the story. Talk about how the characters think or feel. 

 growl - make a noise that scares people; make a roaring noise (lion) 

 frigid - very, very cold; shake like you are cold (penguin) 

 frolic - move around and play (fox) 

 cuddle - hold your baby tight and say the word (monkey) 

 Stomp - hit your foot on the floor and say, “I am stomping.” (elephant)  

Point to the pictures while reading words such as the names of the animals and their babies (baby names in 

the back of the book).  

On the next page, there are some additional activities you can do with your child.   

T Tune In:  as a “knowledgeable guide” or “interested follower” 

I Introduce the Book:  purpose for reading 

P Promote Language:  ways to build vocabulary 

Summarize:  retell the events of the story 

Engage in playful and loving interactions; get on the child’s level; establish eye 

contact; connect through touch, hugging, and cuddling; maintain a loving, joyful, 

engaging, and playful facial expression. Reread several times during the month.  

After you finish reading, summarize the book by saying, “We just read about different mothers and their 

babies. Let’s look back and name some of them.” Go through the book naming and pointing out animals 

without reading the text. Ask your child to find his or her favorite animal. 



This month’s book is all about mothers and their babies.  Here are activities to use with 
your child to explore more about animal mothers and their babies 

       
SEARCH! 
Call out the names, in a random order, of the animals in the book and have your child use the 
book to find the picture of that animal: kangaroo, lion, giraffe, penguin, swan, fox, dolphin, 
sheep, bear, elephant, monkey, deer (change it up and use the baby animal names). 
 
EXPLORE! 
Using the last page in the book as a guide, pick one or two of the animals and make some    
labels (can be as simple as a piece of paper taped in the book) with what the baby, mother and 
a group of the chosen animals are called.  Go to the page of the book with pictures of that ani-
mal and place the label next to the baby and mother, with the name of the group at the bottom.  
Next time you read the book, stop and read the labels you added to the book. 
 
MATCH! 
Cut out pictures of animals (adult and baby animals) from magazines (or pages copied from 
the book), paste them on index cards and make your own match game.  Put the cards with 
mothers in one stack and the cards with the babies in another and have your child match the 
baby to the mother.  Use any animals which your child might recognize, not just those in the 
book. 
 
CHECK OUT! 
Check out your local library for these and other books about animal mothers and babies. 
 

  
 Mommy Hugs by Anne Gutman 

 
  Piglet and Mama by Margaret Wild 

 
  Are You My Mother? by P.D. Eastman  

 

 

 

Other Activities Related to this Month’s Book 

Ferst Foundation for Childhood Literacy has adopted and adapted the READ guide format courtesy of: 

See the 
R.E.A.D. 
video here 



      

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Ferst Foundation for Childhood Literacy is grateful for its valuable part-
nership with Dollar General to support our efforts to improve literacy across 
rural Georgia.  

The Zimon family at Fox Elementary 
Christmas open house. The two 

youngest, Londyn, 3 years old, and 
Elijah, 3 months old, were registered 
for Ferst books. Sasha, the therapy 

dog, sits in for the picture! 

Ohana Nights: Family Craft Hour 
Every Thursday in March from 6:30 -7:30pm 

Columbus Public Library’s AFLAC Room 
3000 Macon Road, Columbus GA  


