
Create a Literate Home 
 

The materials you need to promote literacy at home are 
minimal at this stage in your children’s lives, but the 
way you use them are important. What they need most 
is for their parents to read and talk with them! Here are 
a few things you can do to create a literate home: 

  
• Place books on a sturdy, low shelves or bins.    

Babies and preschoolers are more likely to explore 
books if they can easily get to them.  

 
• Incorporate literacy into outings. Visit your local 

library, or bookstore to find new books and activities 
for your child.  

 
• Keep your preschoolers writing and coloring        

materials in one place. You can decorate a box or 
bin to keep full of paper, and crayons. This way, he 
will have easy access to them when he wants to 
practice writing or coloring. 

 
• Recite nursery rhymes and sing songs to your   

baby. Even if your baby can’t understand them yet, 
hearing these will help her learn patterns of rhythms 
and language.  

 
• Get your child involved when you read aloud to 

him. Encourage them to turn the pages, and make 
the sounds that go with the animals or other         
characters.  

Tip of the Month:  
 

Zap off the TV and tablets and read a book! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

What is Amazon Smile? 
 

Amazon Smile is a charity initiative operated by  
Amazon.com that lets customers enjoy the same 

wide selection of products, low prices, and        
convenient shopping features while also  

contributing to charitable organizations. Amazon 
Smile will donate 0.5% of your purchase to the 

charity of your choice. Support Childhood Literacy 
with your next amazon purchase!  

 
Go to smile.amazon.com  

and choose to support  
Ferst Foundation for Childhood Literacy 

Thank you for your support!  

Find a quiet place at home, 
and turn off all distracting 
electronics, snuggle up, and 
read! Research shows that we 
don’t remember information 
as well when we read it from a 
screen. Ask yourself if your 
TV is on too much. If so, turn 
it off and read! 

Make a Book Nook! 
  

Design an inviting space where books are             
kept and read.  

 
What you need:  
• Pillows 
• Small rug or bath mat 
• Bean bag chair,      

blankets, or stuffed 
animals 

• Books 
 
Help your child choose a 
fun spot to designate as a 
reading nook. A corner in their room, under an 
open staircase, or a “secret” area is always fun.  Put 
out soft pillows and blankets so your child can 
snuggle up with a favorite story. Store books in a 
basket, shelf, or crate. Make sure there is good 
lighting (a flashlight would be exciting!) Visit the 
nook to read with your child and encourage other 
family members to do the same.  



Pig and Small 
 Author/Illustrator: Alex Latimer 

Peachtree Publishers 

D 

Use your voice to convey the feelings of the characters as you read the story.  Make up a voice for the      
character Pig and don’t forget to use a “high pitched” squeak for Bug.  In the vocabulary section are some 
words which your child may not know the meaning of so stop and explain what the word means in the story.  

After first read, ask your child, “Why couldn’t Pig figure out why he was squeaking?” (The bug was too small 
to see.)  After the second read, ask, “Why was it hard for Pig and Bug to find things to do together?” (One 
was big and the other one was small.)  After the third read, ask, “Do you think they will be friends with       
elephant? Why?”  (Answer will vary.) 

On the next page, there are some additional activities which you can do with your child.   

Vocabulary 
Use these words when  

you talk with your child  
this month 

 

squint - squint as  you 

read  

delicious - tastes good 

appreciate - to show 

you are thankful for 

something  

decorate - to make 

beautiful 

rush - to go fast 

thrilled - excited 

R Repeat the Book: Repeating gives more chances to learn the vocabulary. 

E Engage and Enjoy: Using these activities keeps your child’s interest in the story. 

A Ask Questions: After talking about the book, ask questions to promote deeper thinking. 

Do More: Use other activities to help your child connect vocabulary to their world outside of the story. 

First Read (events):  Look at the cover, read the title and say, “I am wondering 
what a pig and a bug could do together.  One is big and the other is small.  Let’s 
read and find out.”  As you read talk about what is happening in the story.  After 
reading, ask the first read question in the Ask Questions section. 
 
Second Read (feelings): Look at the cover and say, “Remember the story about Pig 
and his friend, Bug.  I wonder how they felt while they were trying to be friends. 
Let’s read and find out.” Stop and talk about how the characters are feeling when 
they are trying out different things to do together.  Use words such as disappointed, 
frustrated, upset, overjoyed, excited, etc. to describe how they were feeling. After 
reading, ask the second read question.  
 
Third Read (retell):  Look at the cover and say, “It is your turn to tell me the story 
about Pig and Bug.”  Hand the book to your child for him to retell the story.       
Repeat what your child tells you and add anything left out.  After reading, ask the 
third read question.  

 



Here are some suggestions on exploring big and small with your child.   
 

 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Check out your local library for these books: 
 

Big Bug by Henry Cole 

You are Not Small by Anna Kang & Christopher Weyant 

Little Elliott, Big City by Mike Curaato 

 
 
      

Other Activities Related to this Month’s Book 

Ferst Foundation for Childhood Literacy has adopted and adapted the READ guide format courtesy of: 

See the 
R.E.A.D. 
video here 

Go around your house collecting things that are 
different sizes. Sit with your child, asking your 
child to put all of the big things in one stack and 
the small things in another.  Shoes are a great 
item since they are easy for your child to identify 
as big and small. Using the same items you have 
collected, have your child put them in order by 
size (limit this to five items or less and make sure 
the size difference is obvious). Measuring cups or 
spoons are good for this game. 

Give your child directions using big and 
small, such as:  
“Go sit on something big.”  
“Jump over something small.”  
“Find something smaller than you.”   
“Hug something bigger than you.”   
Make up your own directions. 



       
 

 
 
 

 Check Out Our Website  
 

Visit ferstfoundation.org for information about our 
program, tips for parents, and much more! Watch 
the READ video, narrated by Justin Cook, under the 
“For Parents” section, and browse through our new 
and improved “Resources” section. 

 

 
 
 
 

And Social Media Pages! 
 
Like us on Facebook and follow us on Twitter - it’ll 

be the best decision you make all day!  
 
We regularly post literacy tips, information about 
literacy’s impact in your community, and fun       
activities you can do with your child. Join our online 
social media community! 

Ferst Foundation for Childhood Literacy is grateful for its valuable part-
nership with Dollar General to support our efforts to improve literacy across 
rural Georgia.  

Beading with letter beads!  
 
Making a bracelet with beads is a great way for 
your child to practice fine motor skills. By incorpo-
rating letter beads, they will also be developing 
spelling and reading skills!  
 
 
 
 
All you need is:  
 
• Letter beads 
• Pipe cleaners  
 
 
 
 
Help your child choose the letters to spell their 
names. Ask them, “Do you know what letter your 
name starts with?” You and your child can make 
bracelets for the whole family while learning to 
spell names and express creativity.  


