
Rhyme Time with Your Child 
 

If you've ever recited a nursery rhyme, played "Itsy-

Bitsy Spider" or sung "If You're Happy and You Know 

It," you've been preparing your child for learning to 

read. Familiar songs and poems can strengthen his abil-

ity to hear the sounds of our language — a skill that will 

serve him well when he learns to connect sounds with 

letters (phonics) in kindergarten and 1st grade.  Rhym-

ing is a great way to teach children the connection be-

tween the sound of a word and how it is written.  Here 

are some easy ways to incorporate rhymes into play time 

with your child: 

Play games that involve rhyming. Rhyming games 

help children appreciate beginning and ending 

sounds – for example, ‘cat, pat and mat’. You can 

play them at any time – in the car, while shopping 

or at the dinner table. 

Play games that involve the sound and rhythm of 

words. You could try ‘I spy’ and tongue twisters 

like She sells seashells by the seashore.   

Read rhyming books like The Cat in the Hat, Chicka 

Chicka  Boom Boom, or The Wheels on the Bus.  

Your child’s Ferst Foundation Library includes 

rhyming books, too. 

Combine rhyming with rhythmic clapping or 

movements. For example, try the rhyme "Ten Lit-

tle Monkeys Jumping on the Bed" to reinforce 

sound patterns. Rhymes like these are especially 

helpful for an active child who needs to involve his 

entire body in the activity.  
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EVERY Thursday at 6:45pm 

 

Columbus Public Library 

Aflac Storytime Room 
3000 Macon Road 

Literacy Activity: 

Connect the Pictures that Rhyme 

Nursery rhymes are especially 

powerful, because they are so 

memorable. Research has found 

that children who are familiar with 

nursery rhymes when they enter 

kindergarten often have an easier 

time learning to read.  

 

http://www.scholastic.com/parents/resources/book-list/poetry-rhymes/rhymes-and-poetry-preschoolers


Tiger in My Soup 
 Author: Kashmira Sheth; Illustrator: Jeffrey Ebbeler 

   Peachtree Publishers 
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Be creative when reading this book - use your voice to emphasize the different levels of action. The large, 

bold print words should be spoken at a higher volume. When reading what the characters are saying, use dif-

ferent voices for each of them. Make the story an exciting adventure for you and your child. 

 

After the first read, ask your child, “Why do you think the sister does not want to read to her brother?”  After 

the second read, ask, “Why does the little boy make up the tiger?”  After the third read, ask, “Why is the little 

boy keeping ‘an eye’ on his sister at the end of the story?” 

On the next page, there are some additional activities which you can do with your child.   

Vocabulary 
Use these words when  

you talk with your child  

this month 
 

in charge - asked to take 

care of someone or some-

thing 

grumbles  - a grumpy 

sound 

protect - to keep safe 

rumbles - low sound 

which sounds far away 

glance - look 

R Repeat the Book: Repeating gives more chances to learn the vocabulary. 

E Engage and Enjoy: Using these activities keeps your child’s interest in the story. 

A Ask Questions: After talking about the book,  ask questions to promote deeper thinking. 

Do More: Use other activities to help your child connect vocabulary to their world outside of the story. 

 

First Read (events) - Look at the cover, read the title, and say, “I wonder why this 

boy is fighting a tiger? Let’s read and find out.” As you read, talk with your child 

about what being in charge means and whether or not the sister really wants to be in 

charge. Along with reading the story, talk and point out things that are happening 

on each page. Ask the first read question in the Ask Questions section.  

 

Second Read (emotions) -  Look at the cover and say, “Remember this book and 

the little boy who wants his sister to read to him? I wonder if she decides to read to 

him? Let’s read and find out.” Talk about how the little boy feels (he is bored and 

frustrated). Talk about how the sister is not interested in the little boy until he 

makes a fuss with his imaginary play. Ask the second read question.  

 

Third Read (retell) - Look at the cover and say, “Remember this book? It is your 

turn to tell the story to me.” Hand the book to your child. Have your child turn the 

pages and tell you the story. Add anything that he/she leaves out of the story. Ask 

the third read question.  

 



The little boy in this month’s book uses his imagination to make the storybook he is reading 

more interesting. Drawing and writing are ways for your child to express her imagination.   

 

Writing Center:  

 

• Fill a shoebox with writing tools and different sizes of paper  

 -markers  

 -crayons 

 -pencils 

 -note cards 

 -post-its 

 -plain white paper   

 

• Ask your child to think about something your family has done recently (a trip to the store, 

visit to a park,  watched something on TV).  Now, ask your child to draw a picture of what 

she remembers of the event. 

 

• After your child finishes, ask him to tell you about what he has drawn. Write down what he 

says on the page (do not worry if the story is different from the drawing).   

 

• Using your finger to point to the words, read back the story to your child.  

 

• Add this drawing and story to your refrigerator art gallery.   

 

Alternative:  Have your child write her own sentence about the drawing. At this age her     

sentence may be all scribbles or could include some recognizable letters/words. Any attempt is 

appropriate for this age level. Now have your child tell you what the writing says, and you can 

write it correctly below her sentence.  

 

Other Activities Related to this Month’s Book 

Ferst Foundation for Childhood Literacy has adopted and adapted the READ guide format courtesy of: 

See the 

R.E.A.D. 

video here 



       

 

 

 

 

  Find us on Facebook for great information 

for our Ferst Families! 
 

 

 
 

 

 

Ferst Foundation for Childhood Literacy is grateful for its valuable part-

nership with Dollar General to support our efforts to improve literacy across 

rural Georgia.  

Check this out! 

Two new ways to get Reading Tips 

for your family 

 

 www.words2reading.com  

 Easy-to-use resources for you 

and your child      

 

    

READY4K 

Receive texts with facts, tips  

and links tailored for children ages 0-5  

 

SUBSCRIBE NOW! 

   Text “GEORGIA” to  70138 


